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Speaker Bio

This workshop introduces the YouTube Corpus of Singapore English Podcasts (YCSEP), a large-scale spoken corpus

comprising approximately 620 hours of transcribed, diarized speech drawn from over 1,300 podcast episodes by

Singapore-based content creators (Coats et al. 2025). The workshop is structured around two complementary goals: first,

a methodological walkthrough of how YCSEP was constructed using a fine-tuned automatic speech recognition (ASR)

model; and second, a demonstration of the kinds of linguistic analysis the corpus makes possible.

A central focus of the workshop is the role of ASR in corpus design. Because ASR systems are typically trained on

standard, edited speech, they tend to normalize non-standard features – silently ‘correcting’ them towards mainstream

English. Drawing on the development of YCSEP_v2 (Coats et al., under review), participants will see how fine-tuning

Whisper models on Singapore English data – specifically trained on conversational data from the National Speech Corpus

of Singapore (Koh et al., 2019) – substantially improves the recovery of features that baseline systems suppress, including

discourse particles and non-standard morphosyntax. It is shown that while baseline models systematically standardize

well-documented features of Singapore English such as past tense zero marking or third-person singular -s absence

(Gupta, 1994; Leimgruber, 2013), the fine-tuned model generally renders them faithfully.

The workshop also highlights the value of this new dataset for the study of contemporary Singapore English, a dynamic

variety that has frequently been analysed using datasets collected in the 1990s, such as the International Corpus of

English. Particular attention will be given to the use of modal constructions of necessity and obligation (Bao, 2010; Basile,

2024), morphosyntactic variables such as copula deletion, aspectual uses of already (Bao 2015), and discourse features

including sentence-final particles. Participants will gain both insight into building spoken corpora from online sources and a

deeper understanding of the linguistic dynamics of a contact variety of English.
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