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Disciplines within the psychological and cognitive sciences are currently within an extended
period of soul searching concerning their ability to explain the full range of human behaviours.
This includes the field of child language acquisition, which has disproportionately focused on
English and a handful of other commonly spoken languages. In this talk I review language
coverage in the field and discuss new initiatives to expand the languages children learn and
the contexts in which they learn them. I will largely focus on the Sketch Acquisition Project, a
long-term initiative aimed at increasing language coverage in a tractable and cost-effective
manner.

Evan Kidd is a Professor of Linguistics at The Australian National University. He works on
language acquisition (including first language acquisition, bilingualism, and second language
acquisition) and adult language processing.


